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Rescue on the River!
By Marc Alverson

On October 1st RAPTOR received a
call about an owl that was dangling by a
string over the Little Miami river. Renee
Robertson had spotted the owl while
kayaking in the Grand Valley Preserve/
Peterloon area of the Little Miami
river. Renee called Scenic River Canoe
Excursions to report the owl and they, in
turn, called RAPTOR. Ryan Merkle of
Scenic River assisted Marc Alverson from
RAPTOR in the rescue. Ryan and Marc
were dropped off up-river and they paddled
down to the owl’s location in a canoe,
meeting Renee who was waiting to make
certain that the owl was found.
Indeed, a Barred Owl was found dangling
from a piece of fishing line attached to a
branch overhanging the river. Ryan had
brought an extendable tree trimmer to
reach the owl who was about 10 feet above
the water and well away from the bank.
Attempts at freeing the owl from within the
canoe were unsuccessful and Ryan ended
up having to get out of the canoe and stand
in the waist-deep water to free the owl.
Once the owl was freed from the branch,
Marc scooped it up and checked to see

how it was tangled with the fishing line. It
turned out that a fishing lure having two
treble (triple) hooks had both hooks firmly
embedded in the owl’s left wing. This was
no easy problem to solve on the scene, so
the bird was placed in a box and carried
by canoe to the next downstream canoe
access. It was then transported to RAPTOR
to have the hooks removed and to assess
the extent of any injuries. The supportive
people from Scenic River Canoe Excursions
named the owl “Bart” and wished him a
safe recovery.

Rehabilitators at RAPTOR were able to cut
the lure free, but were unable to remove
all of the barbed pieces of the hook which
remained embedded in the owl’s wing. The
owl did not appear to have any broken
bones or dislocations, but experience with
other dangling birds tells us that other
injuries are common in this situation such
as muscle or tendon damage. RAPTOR
veterinarian Dr. Dahlhausen was able
to remove the remaining pieces of the
fishhooks and treat the associated wounds.
Following this, the owl needed some quality
rest and recuperation to see whether it
would recover fully.
After two months of rehab, including
treatments using a recently donated cold
laser, “Bart” was evaluated and pronounced
ready for release. Bart was released on
December 2 beside the Little Miami River
where he was originally rescued. Thanks to
Renee Robertson, Ryan Merkle, and Scenic
River Canoe Excursions for stepping up to
help save this owl!
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Conservation Starts at Home
Protection of raptors starts with protection
of the environment. RAPTOR Inc. is doing
our part to clean up our environment
and protect raptors by keeping a portion
of Round Bottom Road in our Milford
community free of litter.
Volunteers at RAPTOR Inc. are now
participating in the ADOPT–AHIGHWAY program. This involves cleaning
up litter along a 2-mile stretch of Round
Bottom Road, at least 4 times a year.
Besides making the roadway more attractive,
volunteers are helping with the conservation
of raptors by removing the litter containing
morsels of food so attractive to small
rodents. Raptors sit along roadways on

By Cindy Alverson, Executive Director

telephone poles and signs because they
have learned small rodents are attracted to
the litter, making them easy to hunt. By
removing the litter, we are decreasing the
population of rodents along roadways, and
thereby decreasing the number of collisions
between raptors and vehicles.
In 2016, there were 91 documented cases
of raptors struck by vehicles and admitted
to RAPTOR Inc. for treatment. And those
injured raptors were only the ones that were
found in the road or along the edge. Of the
264 admitted, there were probably many
more raptors which were able to move away
from the roadway until they were found and
brought to us for care.

By working together we can all help protect
raptors and let them continue their work in
the environment, living wild and free!

Intern Spotlight: Stephen Todd
RAPTOR Inc. was pleased to welcome
Stephen Todd as our fall intern. Stephen
is a Senior at Xavier University and will
graduate with a BS in Environmental
Sciences in May. He plans to continue his
studies in graduate school in the field of
raptor biology next fall.
When asked what he has gained from his
internship, Steven mentioned that the
opportunity to work closely with these
amazing birds has been very rewarding, and
following an individual case from admission
through release is a powerful experience.
He described his favorite memory as the
first time he had to catch a bird in the
large flight enclosure. Facing down a large
red-tailed hawk flipped over on its back
with talons presented in defense makes you
wonder about the trustworthiness of the
gloves you are wearing! You just have to

By: Jackie Bray

gather your courage and go for it!
When asked if there were things that he
would not miss about his internship, he
advised without hesitation, “the flat flies!
Who knew that such a creature existed…a
combination of 2 of the worst things…a fly
and a tick!” Another surprising discovery
was that rats smell worse on the inside than
they do on the outside!

real-world experience in their chosen field.
Internships are non-paid and no housing is
provided. If you are interested in applying
for an upcoming internship, visit our
website at http://raptorinc.org/contact-us/
internships/ .

We appreciate Stephen’s service to our
organization and wish him the best in his
future endeavors.
RAPTOR Inc.’s Internship Program is
designed for current college students or
recent college graduates working toward
a career in wildlife conservation, animal
care, education, communications or nonprofit management. Under the guidance
and supervision of RAPTOR Inc. staff,
interns will develop skills and gain valuable

RAPTOR Wish List

Amazon Wish List

RAPTOR Inc. is in need of the following items for our bird care
facility. To donate any of these items, please email RAPTOR at:
raptor@raptorinc.org or call 513-825-3325.

RAPTOR Inc. is now listed on the Amazon Wish list. For a
complete listing of all of the items we use for rehabilitation and to
provide our volunteers with all of the necessities, please visit
https://goo.gl/s0LVpG.

• Dog Food (dry, for
large dogs)
• Duct Tape
• Dustbuster
(hand-held vacuum)
• Gas Gift Card
• Latex or Nitrile exam gloves
(any size)
• Lysol (liquid cleaner)

•
•
•
•
•

Lysol Disinfectant Spray
Office Max Gift Card
Paper Towels
Stamps (Forever)
Trash bags – 55, 30 and
13 gallon
• Volunteers who are available
through the week!

Thank you for all of your donations!

If any of these wish list items are purchased, they are shipped
directly to our RAPTOR facility in Milford.
How easy is that!
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Vulture Release at Highlands Nature Sanctuary

By Cindy Alverson, Executive Director

Although RAPTOR Inc. provides most of its rehabilitation
services to the Greater Cincinnati area, there are times when help
is provided to those who are hours away. Fortunately for a young
turkey vulture in Bainbridge, Ohio, a naturalist, Andrea Jaeger,
from Highlands Nature Sanctuary was able to drive the young
vulture to RAPTOR Inc. for rehabilitation. Boys hiking in the
nature sanctuary had found the young vulture, captured it, and had
presented it to Andrea for help.
Turkey vultures are scavengers and eat dead animals. This is great
for the environment, as the smelly, dead animals are cleaned up by
nature’s clean-up crew. However, because vultures are experts on
surviving on the ground eating animals already dead, they can keep
up their strength and avoid capture for weeks - even with broken
bones. This means that when they have finally succumbed to
weakness and have been captured, their broken bones have already
begun healing, not necessarily in the perfect alignment needed to be
able to fly and hunt.

Flying high!
Again, the turkey vulture from Bainbridge Ohio had luck on its side. A thorough exam of the right wing indicated that there was an older
fracture and the bones had already begun to heal in what seemed like perfect alignment. Since the bird was otherwise healthy and alert, the
decision was to care for the bird and see if the bones continued to heal such that normal flight would be achieved.
Space was made in our large flight area so the vulture would be able to spread out the feathers of his 6-foot wingspan and keep the feathers
in good condition while the bones healed. Since the healing had already begun, we knew it wouldn’t be too long before we could see if the
alignment was good enough for the bird to begin exercising and conditioning his muscles. Within 2 weeks the vulture made some attempts
at flight; it wasn’t pretty, but it gave us hope for his return to the wild. Another week and the vulture was flying from one perch to the other
at the opposite end of the flight area. By the fourth week, the vulture was not only flying laps, but doing U-turns in our 80-foot flight area!
This was the moment we were waiting for! It was time to open up the door to expand our 80-foot flight area to 140 feet and watch the
banking as the vulture made the 90° turn. In the beginning, the banking was a little off and we could see the slight difference between
banking to the right or the left depending on which wing was working harder making the bend. Soon though, both wings were strong and
banking normally as the fractured wing completed the healing process.
On the last Saturday in October, the turkey vulture was transported back to Highlands Nature Sanctuary for a release. Arrangements were
made so that Andrea would be available to celebrate the success. Although hatched this year, vultures are communal birds, so we wanted
to release this vulture back to his home area. As we were preparing to release the vulture, a group of hikers from the sanctuary joined our
happy event. Upon release, the turkey vulture promptly took off flying, made a big circle above everyone, and landed in a branch high
overhead ready to rejoin his fellow members of nature’s cleanup crew.

Volunteers gather to celebrate the release.

The moment everyone was waiting for!
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Thanks from Mars Hill!
The children at Mars Hill Academy, in
Mason, Ohio, crafted their appreciation
after they had the opportunity to
participate in RAPTOR's owl pellet
presentation and dissection lab.

Raptor Ink

by Catherine Adams
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RAPTOR Inc.’s *NEW* Etsy Online Store
RAPTOR Inc. is proud to introduce our
NEW Etsy Online Storefront! Go to www.
etsy.com and search for our shop, titled
RAPTORInc. The Etsy platform allows us
to display all of our beautiful merchandise
in an attractive and organized manner, and

the convenient dropdown menus allow
you to easily select specific colors and sizes.
It also provides an opportunity for us to
reach individuals passionate about raptor
conservation across the county. Items can
be shipped anywhere in the U.S. You can

still purchase merchandise at our Milford
facility to save shipping and handling costs.
In our first month we have sold over $300
in merchandise! If you have any questions
please call RAPTOR Inc., and thank you
for your support!

2017 RAPTOR Inc. Calendar Photos
This edition of the HackBack continues with this quarter’s winning photos which are showcased in the RAPTOR Inc. calendar.

Turkey Vulture, by Paula Ritter

Barred Owl, by Johnathan Neeld

Peregrine Falcon, by Kathy Newton

What Can You Do To Help Raptors?
Never throw trash out
of car windows. It can
attract wildlife to roads,
which then attracts
birds of prey.

Follow all
posted game
laws
Avoid releasing
helium balloons.
They become litter
and can
harm
wildlife.

Become a
RAPTOR, Inc.
member to receive
our newsletter with
more helpful tips.

Dispose of fishing line
properly. Use lead-free
hunting and fishing
gear to avoid accidental
poisoning.

Hang holiday lights or other
outdoor decorations
tightly, so birds
don’t get tangled.
Use stickers in windows
and turn off extra lights
at night to prevent
bird strikes.

Install nest boxes to support
birds and keep rodent
populations down.
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Mark Your Calendars. Come and Enjoy the RAPTOR
Public Appearances.
Boar’s Head & Yule Log Festival Christ
Church Cathedral
Boar’s Head & Yule Log Festival Christ
Church Cathedral

318 E 4th St, Cincinnati, OH 45202

Sat Dec 30*

5pm-7pm

Sun Dec 31*

2:30pm & 5pm

Mon Jan 8

6pm-7pm

Northside Library

4219 Hamilton Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45223

Sat Jan 13

2pm-3pm

North Central Branch Library

11109 Hamilton Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45231

Sat Mar 3*

9:30am-3:30pm

Amish Bird Symposium

3735 Wheat Ridge Rd., West Union, OH 45693

Sat Mar 3*

6pm-8:30pm

Spring Grove Cemetery & Arboretum

4521 Spring Grove Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45232

Sat Mar 10

7pm-8:30pm

Western Wildlife Corridor

Kirby Nature Center, 2 Main St, Addyston, OH 45001

Sat May 5

7:30am-8:30am

Spring Grove Cemetery & Arboretum

4521 Spring Grove Ave, Cincinnati, Oh 45232

318 E 4th St, Cincinnati, OH 45202

* Advanced registration is required

2017 Admissions
American Kestrel:
Merlin:
Peregrine Falcon:
Eastern Screech Owl:
Barred Owl:
Barn Owl:
Great Horned Owl:

21
0
1
11
25
0
50

Long-eared Owl:
Saw-whet Owl:
Snowy Owl:
Sharp-shinned Hawk:
Cooper's Hawk:
Broad-winged Hawk:
Red-shouldered Hawk:

0
0
0
1
49
4
38

Red-tailed Hawk:
Rough-legged Hawk:
Turkey Vulture:
Black Vulture:
Osprey:
Golden Eagle:
Bald Eagle:

61
0
12
3
1
0
0

Released :
Under Care:
Transferred:
Died:
Euthanized:

41%
10%
2%
26%
21%

TOTAL Admissions:

277

RAPTOR Inc. Board, Spring 2017
President: Marc Alverson
Vice President: Jeff Hays
Treasurer: Robert E. Smith
Secretary: Alice McCaleb
Trustee: Rosie Ayers
Trustee: Dan Begin
Trustee: Bob Dahlhausen, DVM
Trustee: Joe Lucas
Trustee: Open
Cindy Alverson, Executive Director
Jackie Bray, Associate Director
The Board of Trustees generally meets
the third Wednesday of each month,
at 7:00 P.M. All RAPTOR members
are welcome to attend.

Contact Marc Alverson at
marcalverson@cinci.rr.com for meeting
time and location.

Thank You To Our
Veterinarians!

Bob Dahlhausen, D.V.M.
(513) 576-1990
Joseph Grossi, D.V.M.
(513) 772-6060

D.J. Haeussler, D.V.M.
(513) 374-3963
J. Peter Hill, D.V.M
(513) 793-3032

Vanessa Kuonen Cavens, D.V.M.
(513) 561-0069
Paul Levitas, D.V.M.
(513) 871-8866

Ann Manharth, DVM
(513) 248-0904

Communications

Gary Young, Newsletter Editor
To submit articles or pictures for
consideration in HackBack, email the
article to:
raptor@raptorinc.org
or by mail to:
RAPTOR Inc.

961 Barg Salt Run Road
Milford, Ohio 45150

To report an injured raptor in the
Greater Cincinnati area call
RAPTOR Inc.: (513) 825-3325

Mission

Since 1978, RAPTOR Inc. (Regional
Association for the Protection and
Treatment Of Raptors) has been
dedicated to “the rehabilitation and
return of raptors to their natural
environment, the education of the public
on the importance of raptors, and the
preservation of their natural habitat”.

Thanks to the following individuals and groups for their recent financial contributions to RAPTOR Inc. for the third quarter of 2017.
Ahrenholz, Teresa
Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Kirk
Falcon Level $500 to $999
Golden Eagle $10,000 and up
Amazon Smile
Boeckman, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry
Feige, Mr. & Mrs. Walter
GE Foundation
Harry, Mr. & Mrs. Joe
Hibrandt-Robin, Judy
Hill, Patricia
Honeywell Match, Jeff Ruhlman

McFarland, Mr. & Mrs. R Douglas
Mercer, Mr. & Mrs. Mark
Network For Good
Petrovitch, Rosemary
Pille, Gayle
Remke, Community Reward
Rockwell, Mr. & Mrs. William
Rubenstein, Mary Bob
Wood, Michael

Duke Energy, Team 4 Good
Gast, Alan M.
Kroger Community Rewards
Vanguard Charitable

Osprey Level $1000 and up
Lippard, Mr. & Mrs. Bruce
Wild About Birds

Lambert, Carole

In-kind Donations

Adams, Catherine
Dogwood Pet Cremation Services
Einson, Steve
Flierl, Peggie
Fontaine-Applegate, Mary Ann
Lucas, Joe
More House Welding
Wright, Dee
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RAPTOR Inc. Bylaws Change Notification

By RAPTOR Inc. Board

With our recent growth and development, the RAPTOR Inc. bylaws need to incorporate some additional changes to position the
organization to be able to obtain and maintain certifications necessary to receive grants and demonstrate RAPTOR’s soundness and
professionalism. The proposed changes to the bylaws will be discussed and voted upon at the February Board meeting. Dates of
RAPTOR Board meetings are published in the HackBack and members are always welcome. The Wednesday, February 21 RAPTOR
Board meeting will be held at 7 PM at 961 Barg Salt Run Road and will give members the opportunity to be a part of the Board’s
discussion and offer a chance for questions regarding the proposed changes.
Proposed changes include additions such as the Confidentiality Statement and Conflict of Interest, as well as sections pertinent to the
Executive Director position.

It’s Time to Renew Your Membership

By RAPTOR Inc. Board

Renewal notices will be sent out at the end of the year for annual dues for the following year. Dues paid after September 1, 2017 will be
credited for the following year. The mailing label on your HackBack indicates your expiration date. Thanks to all who have submitted their
renewals already!
Your membership dollars provide for the care, treatment, and feeding of raptors as well as the continuation of our education programs.
Thanks for helping RAPTOR to succeed in our mission!

RAPTOR Inc. Membership
Renewal notices are sent out at the end of the year for annual collection for the following year. Dues paid after September 1 will be
credited for the following year.
Please use the form below to become a member or update your contact information. You can also become a member online at
our website: www.raptorinc.org
If you don’t need the membership form, pass it on to someone who might be interested in becoming a member of RAPTOR Inc.!
Your membership dollars provide for care, treatment, and feeding of our birds as well as the continuation of our education programs.
Mark the membership level you request. All membership levels include electronic (default) or postal delivery of the newsletter,
as well as an invitation to the Fall Picnic. Members are also invited to attend Board meetings and may nominate candidates to
serve on the board.
o $10 Student Membership

o $25 Hawk Membership

o $50 Owl Membership

o $100 Eagle Membership
plus receive Charley Harper designed T-Shirt

o $500 Lifetime Membership

Eagle and Lifetime Memberships, please indicate
T-Shirt Size: (S, M, L, XL, XXL) ____

(1 year - up to age 18)

(1-year)

plus personalized tour for 5

plus receive stunning Raptor Notecard Set

Eagle and Lifetime Memberships also include perks from the level(s) above.
Date:
Name:
Address:
City:
Phone:

State:
Email:

Mail this completed form with your check or money order to:
RAPTOR Inc., 961 Barg Salt Run Road, Milford, Ohio 45150
Attn: Membership
Thank you for your support of RAPTOR Inc.!

Zip:

o Check if you prefer postal delivery of HackBack

RAPTOR Inc.
961 Barg Salt Run Road
Milford, OH 45150

Sponsor a Banded Raptor
Since the fall of 1994, RAPTOR Inc. has been banding most rehabilitated birds released back into the wild. Over a long period
of time, this will help us determine how successful our rehabilitation efforts are. You can get involved with our “Sponsor a Banded
Raptor” program. Sponsors will receive a fact sheet on the selected species and a certificate with the following information:
•
•
•
•

Species and date of release
Age (if known)
Weight at time of release
U. S. Fish & Wildlife band number

If the bird you sponsor is recovered, you will be notified of the date and location of the recovery.
Yes, I would like to sponsor a banded bird of the species checked below:

o Great Horned Owl: $25

o Red-shouldered Hawk: $25

o Eastern Screech Owl: $25

o American Kestrel: $25

o Cooper’s Hawk: $25

o Barred Owl: $25

o Red-tailed Hawk: $25

Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Phone:

Zip:

Email:

In the event your selection is not available, we will contact you to arrange an alternative. Sponsoring a bird is tax deductible. All
proceeds benefit RAPTOR Inc. Complete this form, enclose a check or money order, and mail to:
RAPTOR Inc., 961 Barg Salt Run Road, Milford, Ohio 45150
Thank you for your support of RAPTOR Inc.!

