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Mission

Since 1978, RAPTOR Inc. (Regional 
Association for the Protection and 
Treatment Of Raptors) has been 
dedicated to “the rehabilitation and 
return of raptors to their natural 
environment, the education of the public 
on the importance of raptors, and the 
preservation of their natural habitat”.
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Does That Raptor Need Help or Not?  
How to Tell and What to Do  By Kathleen M. Jenkins, Volunteer

“It’s been sitting there for two hours. I think it 
needs help.” 
That’s a call we receive often, especially in 
spring and summer as young raptors fledge and 
start making their way in the world. In fact, 
raptors often perch in the same spot for hours, 
patiently watching and waiting for likely prey 
to appear. While we are used to seeing the 
more experienced adults perched high in trees 
or on top of buildings, young raptors will perch, 
well, just about anywhere. On bike racks. In 
low branches or even in shrubs. On top of cars 
(sorry, paint job). Even on the ground. 
For example, last spring, we received a call 
from a local manufacturing company whose 
employees had spotted a young Cooper’s 

hawk placidly strolling around their parking 
lot. Unused to seeing raptors walking around 
on the ground and fearing it would get run 
over, they called for help. However, as people 
approached, the young hawk flew off. This is 
one of the big keys in determining whether a 
raptor needs rescuing: if it can fly, it's probably 
fine. There are exceptions to this, like a bald 
eagle whose leg was caught in an illegally set 
leg-hold trap in Pennsylvania earlier this year—
the bird could fly, but was unable to hunt. It 
was eventually caught and the leg trap removed.
Great horned owls are a species whose young 
are more likely to need help. Great horned owls 
are opportunistic nesters, meaning they don’t 
build nests, but instead use whatever they find—

See Raptor Help, continued on page 3

See Joe Lucas, continued on page 4

Volunteer Spotlight: Joe Lucas By Alison Bewley, Volunteer

In order to carry out its mission, RAPTOR 
Inc. relies on an army of volunteers. Volunteers 
are responsible for transporting injured raptors, 
presenting educational programs, cleaning cages, 
rehabilitating birds, and everything in between.
In 2016, Joe Lucas volunteered 847 hours at 
RAPTOR, averaging about sixteen hours each 
week. After 40 years of soaring over Cincinnati as a 
pilot based out of Lunken Airport, Joe retired from 
corporate aviation in 2014. During his career, Joe flew 
several models of “Falcon” aircraft. In his own words, 
he has “always had a fondness for falcons” and he 
“would always read articles about this amazing bird.” 
After a trip to the UK shortly after his retirement, 
he returned home and saw an article in the Union 
Township newsletter about RAPTOR that interested 
him. According to Joe, “I drove to RAPTOR and met 
Director Cindy Alverson, who explained the purpose 
of RAPTOR. I went home, logged onto the website 
and enrolled as a transporter. Since I had a background 
as an aircraft mechanic too, I eventually volunteered 
in maintenance areas.” In addition to maintenance, Joe has also done numerous bird pickups and 
releases, as well as working at RAPTOR’s monthly open houses.  
According to the staff at RAPTOR, Joe is a jack of all trades and a go-to guy.  Need a bird 
to be transported and no one is available?  Joe will help.  How about coming in early to meet 
with service people?  No problem, Joe will meet them.  A trip to pick up food donations from 
Michigan?  No worries, Joe likes to drive.  With his sunny disposition, Joe is such a pleasure to 
work with!
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RAPTOR Inc. is in need of the following items for our bird care 
facility. To donate any of these items, please email RAPTOR at: 
raptor@raptorinc.org or call 513-825-3325.
• Cedar bedding
• Dustbuster (hand-held 

vacuum)
• Latex exam gloves  (any size)
• Office Max Gift Card  

(used for ink cartridges)

• Pine Bedding 
• Stamps (Forever)
• Trash bags - 55 gallon and  

30 gallon

Thank you for all of your donations!

RAPTOR Wish List

Got Binoculars?
Do you have unused binoculars at home?  Donate them to RAPTOR Inc. and help us connect the next generation to nature! Your 
generosity can inspire young conservationists!

Amazon Wish List
RAPTOR Inc. is now listed on the Amazon Wish list.  For a 
complete listing of all of the items we use for rehabilitation and 
to provide our volunteers with all of the necessities, please visit 
https://goo.gl/s0LVpG.  
If any of these wish list items are purchased, they are shipped 
directly to our RAPTOR facility in Milford.  
How easy is that!

Camera Surveillance Specialist Needed
RAPTOR is looking for a network specialist for our camera system.  If you have experience working with surveillance cameras, we 
would love to hear from you.

Guess That Baby!  
During baby season, RAPTOR Inc. receives babies which are injured and some which need to be returned back to the nest after 
determining there are no injuries.  The following photos are some of the healthy ones which were returned to their nests.  Can you 
guess the species? Answers are at the middle of page 7.

4321
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Raptors and Rodenticides – A Deadly Combination By Kathleen M. Jenkins, Volunteer

Maybe you come home from work one day and discover a 
mouse in your garage. You know that there is never just one, 
and that you are going to have to take action. So you buy some 
rodenticide and set it out. Problem solved, right? No dealing 
with messy traps or handling little rodent corpses. The mouse 
takes the bait and wanders off to die. 
But there’s one problem – and it’s a big one. Rodenticide kills 
more than rodents. It is a major cause of poisoning and death for 
raptors, including hawks, eagles, and owls. 
Let’s go back to where the mouse wanders off to die. Earlier 
generations of poisons caused the mouse to die immediately – 
and while you do want it to die, you don’t want it to die in your 
house. Additionally, a dead mouse right next to the bait warns 

off other rodents, so you will still have a problem. The companies 
who make rodenticides came up with a seemingly brilliant 
solution: create a poison that causes the mouse to become really, 
really thirsty – so they’ll follow their instincts and go outside 
in search of water. By this point, they’re staggering around, 
disoriented, and often right out in the open, where they make 
easy prey for a hawk or owl.
These poisons, called second-generation anticoagulants, take 
a long time to break down in animals, and so they build up in 
the food chain. One poisoned mouse may not be enough to 
kill a hawk, but if it eats more of them, the poisons build up 
in its system to lethal levels– its organs start breaking down 
and leaking blood that refuses to clot. There’s nothing that any 
rehabilitator or veterinarian can do – the raptor is doomed.

See Poison, continued on page 7

abandoned hawk or eagle nests, man-made 
nests, even the occasional deck planter. 
They don’t always make great choices. 
An abandoned squirrel nest, for example, 
works while the owlets are small, but their 
increasing weight can cause the nest to 
collapse and leave the young owlets on the 
ground well before they are able to fly.

How to Tell if a Raptor Needs  
Your Help
Unfortunately, some “rescues” are actually 
“kidnappings,” where young raptors 
are removed from their parents’ care 
unnecessarily. This creates a number of 
problems, and should be avoided. Here’s 
how to tell what to do (or not do): First, 
observe the bird from a distance, preferably 
with binoculars from inside a building. If 
it is injured or sick, it’s important to avoid 
unnecessary stress. If your observation 
reveals a potential issue, your next step 
is to approach, slowly and quietly. As we 
noted above, if you approach the bird and it 
flies off, it’s fine. However, fledglings don’t 
always fly away. 

These Don’t Need Help
Here’s when to leave them alone:
1. It has feathers. This may seem obvious, 
but bear with us. Nestlings are covered with 
down and their feathers are still growing in. 
A fully feathered young bird is a fledgling, 
and unless you see obvious signs of injury, it 
doesn’t need help.
2. It’s on the ground, possibly hopping or 
walking, and is alert. Young raptors often 
spend time on the ground as they develop 
their flight muscles; it takes time to build 
up the strength to sustain flight. Their 

parents are still around and are feeding 
them. Unless it’s in immediate danger, it 
doesn’t need help.
3. It’s calling. It might seem alarming to 
observe a young raptor on the ground and 
hear it calling. Our natural response is to 
think that it’s calling for help. But in fact, 
it’s calling for food (food begging). Even 
after fledging, some species of juvenile 
raptors continue to be fed by their parents 
for a period of weeks as they learn to hunt 
on their own, and sometimes they get 
pretty noisy.

These Need Help
Here are a few signs that a raptor is in 
trouble and may need help:
1. It’s mostly covered with down and has 
few feathers. Nestlings are downy, though 
their feathers may be developing. They’re 
considerably smaller than their parents, 
and they’re not able to fly. These nestlings 
should be replaced in their nests if at all 
possible, so contact RAPTOR Inc. for help.
2. It allows you to approach it. A healthy 
raptor, even a young one, will fly away 
when you get too close. If it can’t fly away, 
but is otherwise healthy, it will respond 
aggressively to warn you off.  
3. It acts lethargic. A sick or emaciated 
bird may react and move slowly. A healthy 
one, even one that can’t fly, will actively 
respond to your approach. (Have you ever 
seen a great horned owl threat display? 
Even nestlings will do it!)
4. A wing that drags the ground or that 
the bird cannot fold back against its 
body. This is one of the most obvious 
signs of an injured raptor – and this one 

definitely needs help. Do NOT attempt to 
help the bird refold its wing. 

How to Help
If you’ve determined that a raptor is sick, 
injured, or displaced and needs help, here’s 
what to do:
1. Call RAPTOR. Call our dispatch line: 
513.825.3325. The dispatcher can give you 
detailed instructions about how to proceed.
2. Prepare a box. Place newspapers and 
an absorbent material, such as a towel, in 
the bottom of a box that can be securely 
closed. Pet carriers or cages are not 
desirable options because of the damage 
they can cause to the bird’s feathers.
3. Carefully contain the bird. Safety 
first – Use thick gloves, such as welder’s 
gloves, to protect yourself from the bird’s 
talons and beak. A thick towel can also be 
useful for some species. These birds can be 
dangerous. It’s best to call for advice before 
proceeding in an unsafe manner.
4. Secure the raptor in the box. Close the 
lid securely, cover the box with a towel, 
and place the box in a warm, quiet area.
If you are located far away from our 
rehabilitation facility, you may be asked to 
help transport the raptor to the facility.
5. Do not offer food or water. This can kill 
an injured or ill bird.
6. Resist the temptation to look at the 
bird or to take pictures. Stress can be 
deadly. Consider what is best for the 
injured raptor.
Have questions? Just call us. We all want 
what’s best for raptors, so let’s avoid 
kidnapping youngsters this spring.

Raptor Help (continued from page 1)
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Birding Hotspots:  Good Places to See Birds  By Alison Bewley, Volunteer

1. Black Swamp Bird Observatory, 
Magee Marsh, Ohio  
http://www.bsbo.org/  
This is a prime stopover for North 
American warblers during spring 
migration.  The observatory conducted 
research on the migration of Northern 
Saw Whet Owls, Ohio’s smallest and 
most migratory owl.

2.  Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area, Ohio 
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/killdeerplains  
A great spot for seeing waterfowl as 
well as Bald Eagles. 

3. Illinois Beach, Illinois  
https://www.lakecookaudubon.org/   
Broad-winged hawks are common in 
kettles during the right season, and 
many songbirds migrate through here.

4. Braddock Bay Bird Observatory,  
New York   
https://braddockbaybirdobservatory.
wordpress.com/ 
This observatory was founded to study 
migration and stopover ecology; it’s 
a great place to see 130 species of 
songbirds as well as raptors.

5.  Franklin Mountain, New York  
http://www.doas.us/ 
Great place to see Golden Eagles. 

6.  Lake Erie Birding Trail,  
Lake Erie, Ohio  
http://lakeeriebirding.ohiodnr.gov/  
The shores of Lake Erie are a great 
place to see migrating birds in the 
spring and fall.

7. Cape May Point, New Jersey  
http://www.njaudubon.org/
SectionCapeMayBirdObservatory/
CMBOHome.aspx  
Home of the Hawk Rise Sanctuary. 

8.  Tussey Mountain, Pennsylvania  
http://www.
tusseymountainspringhawkwatch.org/  
Known as the Spring Golden Eagle 
Capital of the Appalachians. 

9.  Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania  
http://www.hawkmountain.org 
The most popular hawkwatching site 
in North America, Hawk Mountain 
is a fantastic place to see hawks and 
eagles in the fall.

Raptors on the Move: Seasonal Migrations By Alison Bewley, Volunteer

Tussey Mountain, Pennsylvania. Early May. The sun shines 
brightly, and a warm front is moving in. The sky is clear but far 
from empty: hundreds of black forms are silhouetted against the 
vivid blue. Their broad wings barely move, yet the raptors soar 
effortlessly on columns of hot air, migrating north from their 
wintering grounds in Central and South America. 
About 45% of all birds of prey migrate seasonally. In some 
species, such as broad-winged and Swainson’s hawks, it is believed 
that almost the entire North American population migrates; in 
other species, only part of the population may migrate, or none at 
all. The distances the birds travel vary as well. While bald eagles 
generally only migrate as far south as Florida, peregrine falcons 
and ospreys make their way from Canada and the US to the 
Pacific coast of South America, a journey of thousands of miles.
Why do raptors make such long flights every year? For the same 
reasons that smaller songbirds undertake the journey: there isn’t 
sufficient food in their northern temperate breeding grounds 
to last the winter. Unlike hibernation, migration allows for year 
round activity, and many birds take advantage of summertime 
resource availability in the southern hemisphere rather than wait 
out a northern winter. In the fall, raptors migrate south, funneling 
down the Americas to where food is more plentiful. They return 
north in the spring for the longer day length, temporarily 
abundant food, and nesting opportunities that come with lower 
population densities compared to the tropics.

Raptors migrate by day over generally level terrain. Unlike 
songbirds or waterfowl, raptors are built for soaring instead of 
flapping flight. They rely on two types of soaring: slope soaring 
and thermal soaring. In thermal soaring, the sun heats air over a 
relatively flat surface so a column of warm air rises. In slope soaring, 
air is deflected upward when wind hits a terrestrial ridge, such 
as a mountain. Raptors’ broad, slotted wings are shaped to take 
advantage of this lift, and soaring in ideal conditions requires very 
little effort on the bird’s part. They can ride the rising air currents, 
glide from one source of lift to the next, and rise again, taking 
breaks to hunt as needed. Migrating birds of prey take advantage of 
both thermal and slope soaring on transcontinental flights.
Because of how birds of prey fly, geography is key in determining 
migration routes. Thermals don’t form over water, so hawks tend 
to avoid large bodies of water. Obstacles such as high mountains, 
oceans, and lakes concentrate the birds into narrower flying lanes, 
as in Veracruz, Mexico, where 4.5 million birds pass through 
annually and observers can witness up to 100,000 birds in a 
single day. In the eastern United States, raptors migrate between 
the Great Lakes and along the Appalachian Mountains to take 
advantage of both thermals and slope soaring. More than a 
thousand known hawk migration sites exist in North America. 
Additional information regarding raptor migration data can be 
found at the Hawk Migration Association of North America 
(HMANA)’s website, http://www.hmana.org.  Interested in finding 
out where you can go to see these spectacular migrations?  Check 
out the article below, “Birding Hotspots”.

Since he began volunteering, Joe hasn’t found a task he doesn’t enjoy. According to Joe, his favorite part of volunteering “is learning 
about the birds themselves” and being “close to these beautiful animals.” For him, assisting with the mission of helping injured raptors 
is a very rewarding—and uplifting—experience.
If you’re interesting in volunteering your time or talents at RAPTOR, please go to our website at raptorinc.org and click on 
“Volunteer” under the “Support Us” tab.

Joe Lucas (continued from page 1)
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Raptor Ink by Catherine Adams

Open House Events Have Returned!
On March 26th RAPTOR Inc. began our 2017 Open House season with a BANG!!  Even though we experienced some rain in the 
early afternoon, we still welcomed over 350 visitors, making this the most attended Open House to date! 
We celebrated our 5th anniversary at our Milford Facility and our 39th year of service to our community by displaying some photos 
of our volunteers in action and sharing some Servatii’s cake and Madisono's Gelato with our visitors. Yum!!  Ainslie Gordon, a 
reporter for Cincinnati Parent Magazine, visited and had some nice words to say about our “Hidden Gem.”  
(http://cincinnatiparent.com/hidden-gem-raptor-inc)

Calendar Photos, Spring 2017

June: American Kestrel (male) by Jim McMillanMay: Eastern Screech Owl (red) by Paul BoldenApril: Peregrine Falcon by Paula Ritter
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2017 Admissions

American Kestrel: 0 Long-eared Owl: 0 Red-tailed Hawk: 17 TOTAL Admissions: 71
Merlin: 0 Saw-whet Owl: 0 Rough-legged Hawk: 0 Released : 33%

Peregrine Falcon: 0 Snowy Owl: 0 Turkey Vulture: 3 Under Care: 13%

Eastern Screech Owl: 5 Sharp-shinned Hawk: 1 Black Vulture: 1 Transferred: 2%

Barred Owl: 8 Cooper's Hawk: 21 Osprey: 0 Died: 10%

Barn Owl: 0 Broad-winged Hawk: 0 Golden Eagle: 0 Euthanized: 31%

Great Horned Owl: 9 Red-shouldered Hawk: 6 Bald Eagle: 0

Thanks to the following individuals and groups for their recent financial contributions to RAPTOR Inc. for the first quarter of 2017.
Balassone, Jean
Blair, Mr. & Mrs. Stuart
Bollmer, Kevin
Bowen, Mark
Brown, Cynthia
Bullock, Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery
Carnahan, Mr. & Mrs. Mark
Cole, Cathy
Day II, William 
Donovan, Brendan
Faske, Mr. & Mrs. Stanley
Faught, Amy
Hood George
Jenkins, Kathleen
Kelm, Dr. & Mrs. G. R.

Koch, Richard
Kraushar DVM, David
Kubic, Mr. & Mrs. Martin
Lisi, Mr. & Mrs. Richard
Lyons, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel
McCaleb, Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Nau, Mr. & Mrs. Donald
Pace, Mr. & Mrs. Doug
Policastro, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel
Rickling, Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Royalty, Carolyn
Ruhlman, Jeff
Rybolt, Mr. & Mrs. William
Scallan, Carol
Stryker, Mr. & Mrs. Gregory

Wales, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth
Wood, Mr. & Mrs. Michael

Peregrine Falcon Level  $500 
to $999
Hays, Mr. & Mrs. Jeff
Kroger, Community Giving

Osprey Level  $1000 and up
Good, Network for
Johnston, Robert A.
Kreger, James
Linder, Alan Brad

In-kind Donations
Ander, T.J.
Guests of Spring Gove Cemetery and 
Arboretum
Keller DVM, Gary
Lucas, Joe
Madisonos Gelato
Morsbach, Donna
Wright Brothers, LLC
Wright, Dee

RAPTOR Inc. Board, Spring 2017
President: Marc Alverson
Vice President: Jeff Hays
Treasurer: Robert E. Smith
Secretary: Alice McCaleb
Trustee: Rosie Ayers
Trustee: Dan Begin
Trustee: Bob Dahlhausen, DVM
Trustee: Joe Lucas
Trustee: Open
Cindy Alverson, Executive Director
Jackie Bray, Associate Director

The Board of Trustees generally meets 
the third Wednesday of each month, 
at 7:00 P.M. All RAPTOR members 
are welcome to attend. 
Contact Marc Alverson at  
marcalverson@cinci.rr.com for meeting 
time and location.
Thank You To Our 
Veterinarians!
Bob Dahlhausen, D.V.M. 
(513) 576-1990

Joseph Grossi, D.V.M. 
(513) 772-6060
D.J. Haeussler, D.V.M. 
(513) 374-3963
J. Peter Hill, D.V.M 
(513) 793-3032
Vanessa Kuonen Cavens, D.V.M. 
(513) 561-0069
Paul Levitas, D.V.M. 
(513) 871-8866

Communications
Gary Young, Newsletter Editor
To submit articles or pictures for 
consideration in HackBack, email the 
article to: 
raptor@raptorinc.org
or by mail to:
RAPTOR Inc.
961 Barg Salt Run Road
Milford, Ohio 45150
To report an injured raptor in the
Greater Cincinnati area call 
RAPTOR Inc.: (513) 825-3325

Mark Your Calendars! Come and Enjoy the RAPTOR Public Appearances!
Sun May 28    1pm-4pm          OPEN HOUSE at RAPTOR Inc.      961 Barg Salt Run Rd., Milford, OH 45150
Thu Jun 1      6pm-9pm       Milford Frontier Days Parade          Lila Ave. & Main St., Milford, OH 45150
Sat Jun 3       2pm-3pm      Milford Frontier Days Festival       Lila Ave. & Main St., Milford, OH 45150
Mon Jun 5   2pm-3pm         Walnut Hills Branch Library          2533 Kemper Ln., Cincinnati, OH 45206
Wed Jun 7    2pm-3pm        Mt. Healthy Branch Library           7608 Hamilton Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45231
Sat Jun 10     11am-1pm         Wild About Birds                             1133 Main St., Milford, OH 45150
Thu Jun 15   10:30am-11:30am  Harrison Branch Library        10398 New Haven Rd., Harrison, OH 45030
Sat Jun 17     2pm-3pm        Little Miami Conservancy               209 Railroad Ave., Loveland, OH 45140
Tue Jun 20  6:30pm-7:30pm     Salem Twp. Branch Library       535 W Pike St, Morrow, OH 45152
Sun Jun 25     1pm-4pm          OPEN HOUSE at RAPTOR Inc.      961 Barg Salt Run Rd., Milford, OH 45150
Wed Jul 5      6:30pm-7pm   England Idlewild Park                   5550 Idlewild Rd., Burlington, KY  41005
Sat Jul 15      2pm-3pm        Little Miami Conservancy               209 Railroad Ave., Loveland, OH 45140
Wed Jul 19   6:30pm-7pm   Boone Woods Park                            6000 Veterans Way, Burlington, KY 41005
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Updates to RAPTOR Inc. Membership and NEW Benefits
RAPTOR Inc. is introducing new perks, tiers and pricing for membership. We hope these changes will clarify each level’s benefits, intent, and 

terms as well as simplify the renewal process. Changes are effective immediately for new members and will apply to existing members at renewal. 
Renewal notices are sent out in October for annual collection for the following year. Dues paid after September 1 will be credited for the following year. 

Please use the form below to become a member or update your contact information. You can also become a member online at  
our website: www.raptorinc.org

If you don’t need the membership form, pass it on to someone who might be interested in becoming a member of RAPTOR Inc.! 

Your membership dollars provide for care, treatment, and feeding of our birds as well as the continuation of our education programs.

Mark the membership level you request, all membership levels include electronic (default) or postal delivery of the newsletter, as well as an invitation to the 
Fall Picnic. Members are also invited to attend Board meetings and may nominate candidates to serve on the board.

o $10 Student Membership (1 year - up to age 18) o $25 Hawk Membership (1-year) o $50 Owl Membership
plus receive stunning Raptor Notecard Set

o $100 Eagle Membership
plus receive Charley Harper designed T-Shirt

o $500 Lifetime Membership
plus personalized tour for 5

Date: 

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: Email:

o Check if you prefer postal delivery of HackBack
Mail this completed form with your check or money order to:

RAPTOR Inc., 961 Barg Salt Run Road, Milford, Ohio 45150  
Attn: Membership

Thank you for your support of RAPTOR Inc.! Winter 2017

Eagle and Lifetime Memberships also include perks from the level(s) above. 

Eagle and Lifetime Memberships, please indicate T-Shirt Size: (S, M, L, XL, XXL) ____

Guess That Baby Answers
1. Great Horned Owlet | 2. Eastern Screech Owlet | 3. Barred Owlet | 4. Turkey Vultures 

One famous case of rodenticide poisoning was Lima, the mate 
of Central Park’s penthouse-nesting Pale Male. She was found 
dead in Central Park in 2012; a necropsy revealed three different 
anticoagulant poisons in her system.
At RAPTOR Inc., it’s rare for us to see a bird in this condition 
– but that doesn’t mean we’re not seeing them. Screening for 
these toxins is enormously expensive (up to $200 per bird), 
so if a raptor isn’t showing obvious signs of poisoning, most 
rehabilitators aren’t able to perform routine testing.
EPA regulations put in place in the past few years have 
helped reduce the problem, since they restrict sale of second-
generation anticoagulants directly to consumers – but 
retailers were still allowed to sell through their existing 
inventory – and the regulations don’t ban commercial use of 
second-generation anticoagulants at all. Furthermore, not 

every manufacturer complied, so D-CON products are still 
available at many retail outlets.
Back to your mouse problem. Fortunately, there are ways to 
solve it without putting raptors at risk. Snap traps have come 
a long way – they’re easy to use and they kill instantly. Electric 
traps are also available. (Be sure to use traps indoors-only, so that 
raccoons, opossums, coyotes, and other animals don’t become 
your accidental victims – a trap may not kill them, but can cause 
injuries that create huge problems for them.) Encourage natural 
predators by keeping natural perches intact and by installing 
nesting boxes for owls. And finally, rodent-proof your home. Seal 
holes, remove unnecessary vegetation and trash from around it, 
and keep food sealed in rodent-proof containers. These simple, 
humane solutions help keep raptors soaring in the skies above 
us, where they belong.

Poison (continued from page 3)



RAPTOR Inc.
961 Barg Salt Run Road
Milford, OH 45150

Sponsor a Banded Raptor
Since the fall of 1994, RAPTOR Inc. has been banding most rehabilitated birds released back into the wild. Over a long period of time, this will help us determine 
how successful our rehabilitation efforts are. You can get involved with our “Sponsor a Banded Raptor” program. Sponsors will receive a fact sheet on the selected 
species and a certificate with the following information:

• Species and date of release 
• Age (if known)
• Weight at time of release 
• U. S. Fish & Wildlife band number

If the bird you sponsor is recovered, you will be notified of the date and location of the recovery.

Yes, I would like to sponsor a banded bird of the species checked below:

oAmerican Kestrel: $25oEastern Screech Owl: $25oCooper’s Hawk: $25oBarred Owl: $25

oRed-shouldered Hawk: $25oGreat Horned Owl: $25oRed-tailed Hawk: $25

Name:

Address:

City:State:Zip:

Phone:Email:

In the event your selection is not available, we will contact you to arrange an alternative. Sponsoring a bird is tax deductible. All proceeds benefit RAPTOR Inc. 
Complete this form, enclose a check or money order, and mail to:

RAPTOR Inc., 961 Barg Salt Run Road, Milford, Ohio 45150 Attn: Membership

Thank you for your support of RAPTOR Inc.!


